Parnell
extraordinary* Mr. Healy sat by his bedside drafting the
constitution of the National League, Four candles stood on
the table* One of them spluttered and expired* " A stir
from the patient aroused me, and I looked up* With astonish-
ment I saw that Mr* Parnell had turned round, raised himself
in bed* and, leaning over my table, was furiously blowing
out the remaining candles* * What on earth is that for ?'
said I, amazed at this performance* His eyes gleamed
weirdly in the pale setting as he answered:4 Don't you know
that nothing is more unlucky than to have three candles
burning ?' Almost petrified, I confessed that I did not
* Your constitution, then, would have been very successful/
said he with quiet sarcasm, and he turned his face to the
wall again, evidently persuaded that his intervention alone
had averted some political catastrophe*" The principal
items in the programme of the National League were Home
Rule and peasant proprietorship* Davitt had been desirous
of substituting Land Nationalisation for peasant proprietor-
ship, and Dillon had wished to carry on a more vigorous
campaign against the Government; but Parnell overruled
them both* Davitt submitted, and Dillon temporarily
retired from politics to Colorado* Despite his ill-health and
his embarrassments, he still was chief*
There was continual friction between him and the ex-
tremists, but he contrived with great dexterity to keep them
from breaking with him* He was not in a position to dis-
regard them* The bulk of the money which came from
America came from sources controlled by the extremists, and
it was therefore essential to the efficient working of his Parlia-
mentary machinery that he should not lose their support*
This, however, was not the sole reason for his reluctance to
throw them aside* It was a cardinal point in his political
belief that Irishmen should be united* He had made a
unity, and because of that unity had achieved, and was still
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